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Surry County School System Athletes of the Year 

This has been another stellar year for Surry County School System athletics with many outstanding 

performances by teams as well as individual student-athletes.  This week, Surry County Schools honored 

two individuals who set themselves apart as the best senior athletes in the school system.   

The selection process for Athlete of the Year involves nominating and voting on the top senior male and 

female athletes by the coaching staffs at each high school.  The coaches at the three respective schools 

nominate and vote on the top male and female athletes based on their entire high school athletic careers.  

Once the top male and female athletes are selected at the school level, the names are forwarded to the 

county athletic director with a list of their athletic accomplishments.  At the county level, a 

subcommittee of the Surry County Schools Athletic Improvement Committee reviews the nominations 

and makes their selections.  Each year the committee has outstanding nominees and the selection 

committee has a difficult time making the final selections.  

This year, there were three exceptional female nominees and three exceptional male nominees, each 

with standout accomplishments and all were leaders on their respective teams and in their schools.   

The Surry County School System Senior Female Athlete of the Year is a Surry Central Golden Eagle, a 

four-sport athlete, who participated in basketball, golf, soccer, and volleyball.  Some of her 

accomplishments during her high school career include  

● Basketball - team member for four years, All-Conference three years, All-District one year, 

team captain one year, team MVP one year, and selected to play in the Triad East/West All-Star 

Game 

● Golf -  WPAC Conference Tournament Co-Champions (All-Conference) one year 

● Soccer - team member four years and All-Conference three years 

Surry Central Athletic Director, Wes Evans said, “Taylor has exhibited all of the attributes of a scholar-

athlete through her talents on the course/court/playing field and in the classroom.  She has been an all-

conference performer for the last three years in two sports, all the while taking high-level courses in 

school.  She is the quintessential all-around athlete and is an excellent student.” 



Taylor Rae Cochran, senior at Surry Central High School is the 2019 Surry County School System 

Senior Female Athlete of the Year.  Taylor is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Jeff Cochran and will 

continue her education next year at West Virginia University. 

The Surry County School System Senior Male Athlete of the Year is an East Surry Cardinal, a two-sport 

athlete who participated in basketball and baseball. Some of his accomplishments during his high school 

career include 

● Basketball - team member for two years and All-Conference Honorable Mention one year 

● Baseball - team member for four years, All-Conference for four years, All-State 2017, 2018 and 

(2019 results are still pending), three straight Northwest 1A Conference Championships, Two-

Time Northwest 1A Player of the Year, Mount Airy News “Best of Preps” Baseball Player of the 

Year 2019, a career record of 29-5 in his high school career, and an unbelievable record of 26-1 

since his sophomore year.   

Coach Chad Freeman states, “A.J. is one of the hardest workers I have ever coached. He puts in 

numerous hours beyond the normal practice time to improve himself. He is a proven winner and his 

work ethic will serve him well as he moves on beyond high school.” 

Aiden James (A.J.) Wilson, senior at East Surry High School is the 2019 Surry County Schools Senior 

Male Athlete of the Year.  A.J. is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Richard Wilson and will continue his 

education next year on a baseball scholarship at East Carolina University. 

“These two senior student-athletes demonstrate what hard work and effort can accomplish, as well as 

drive and determination to be the best.  Congratulations to Taylor Cochran and A.J. Wilson on being 

selected as the 2019 Surry County School System Senior Female and Male Athletes of the Year!  We 

wish them the best in their college careers.  Job well done” remarked Chuck Graham, Surry County 

School System Athletic Director. 

 

Pictured are: Taylor Rae Cochran, her parents, coaches, teammates, and supporters at Surry Central 

High School and Left to Right Chad Freeman Richard Wilson, A.J. Wilson, Ann Wilson & Jared Jones 

at East Surry High School. 





 


